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BAAKENS BUDDIES BRIDGE-BUILDING! 
        By Morgan Griffiths 
 

On Saturday 2 June a small team of 4 adult and two teenage Sunridge 
volunteers rebuild the two bridges over the Baakens River below the 
Sunridge NGK. They were assisted by two members of the Walmer 
Youth Forum.  The two ridges had been washed away in March and 
needed to be re-built 
for the up-coming 
SPAR Baakens Valley 
Ride & Walk event 
(24 June!).  We 
needed to build 
them strong enough 
to carry numerous 
mountain-bikers and 
high enough to 
escape most of the 
flood events.  We 
firstly tried dropping 
two massive 30m-tall bluegum trees over the river to form the bridges - 
TIMBER! – but they snapped under their own weight!  We then cut 
small trees and 
rebuilt the bridges in 
the existing style, 
though having raised 
them on large trunk 
sections for 
height.  Over 270 1m 
gum-poles had to be 
cut from amongst 
the alien bluegum 
forest and then 
nailed down –well 
over 600 nails hammered in!  We hope they survive the rains!  If you 
would like to get involved in future activities, please contact Morgan or 
“like” our FaceBook/Baakens Valley Community Partnership, for details 
of up-coming events 



Wetland Girls - Agents of Inspiration 
By Pearl Jonas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deputy Minister Ms Rejoice Mabudafhasi                        Girls presenting their Wetland story at the                                                                                                             
with the Dumani girls at the WESSA 85th                         Richards Bay Minerals- Titan Awards 
anniversary                                                                                                             
 
The 24 September 2011 will be a date that learners from Dumani Primary will never forget. On this day four 
girls from this school were flown to attend the WESSA 85 th birthday in Durban. Amongst the invited guest were 
the Richards bay Minerals MD, Mrs Elaine Dorward-King and some of her staff members who were impressed 
with their wetland’s performance. Early this year RBM extended an invite to WESSA for the girls to do the 
same performance for their Titans Awards event that was held during the month of April. From the WESSA 
office, Pearl accompanied the learners with their educator Mrs Xoliswa Mambalu . These four “Eco-Warriors” 
as Mr. Rocklin Reed- (Programme Director) of the event called them, performed in front of about 4000 of RBM 
staff members. Beside mining as their core business, RBM new focus is on environmental issues, below is a 
quote from the MD ‘s speech. 
 
“This year we decided to add another critical component to this event,” said Dorward-King. 
“As an organisation that is ‘Responsible beyond Mining’, it is only fitting then that we highlight environmental 
issues and opportunities. The reality is that when we talk about safety, there is just no way that we can 
overlook health and the environment.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Richards Bay Minerals (RBM) Safety Manager - Rocklin Reed and pupils from Dumani Primary, Eastern Cape, who 
entertained staff during the  company’s annual Titan Awards 



EDUCATION REPORT MAY-JUNE 2012 
 

by Luthando Gxowa 

 

Thomson Trading donated two water tanks through Sunrise Rotary Club to two eco-schools, namely 

Mzimhlophe in Zwide and Kwa-Ford Primary School in New Brighton. Each received a 5000 litre tank, the 

stands and gutters were installed by WESSA. Rain water harvesting is very important to schools and homes 

because water is a scarce resource that we need to conserve. The tanks will assist with food garden irrigation as 

this is important for the schools to grow vegetable to assist with their feeding schemes. 

 

           

 

Mzimhlophe Principal receiving their tank                                Happy Kwa-ford learners with their tank  

 

 

 

 

UITENHAGE HIGH AT SAMREC  

(SOUTH AFRICAN MARINE REHABILITATION CENTRE 
 

 

 

 

About 60 learners from Uitenhage High 

visited the centre for a field trip. It was a very 

informative lesson and learners conducted a 

beach clean-up while they were identifying 

birds. This was an excellent exercise because 

one of the learners said some of the birds they 

did not know and what they feed on. The 

penguins centre is in need of towels and the 

learners donated about 28 towels.  

 

 

 

 

 



Blue Flag Programme is Making Waves 
by Morgan Griffiths 

 
Blue Flag is an international award given to beaches, marinas, yachts, and to whale and shark tour operators; that 
meet excellence in the areas of safety, amenities, cleanliness and environmental standards.  South Africa is in it’s 
the eleventh year of running Blue Flag, and WESSA is the programme implementers for the National Department of 
Environmental Affairs, can proudly say that our beaches are sustaining excellence in beach management and rate 
among the top beaches in the world.  For the 2011/2012 season, 27 beaches were awarded Blue Flag status, with 9 
receiving pilot status.  These included Humewood and Wells Estate in PE, Kellys in Port Alfred, Kariega Main 
Beach in Kenton, Dolphin Beach in Jeffreys Bay, and the Waves and Robberg 5

th
 in Plett.  Bokness, Cape St 

Francis and Kings Beaches have real potential to join the programme.  
 

In March, local Blue Flag coordinator Morgan Griffiths, visited Coffee Bay and Hole-in-the-Wall, finding each has a 
stunning beach that could easily attain Blue Flag status, with the potential to draw more tourism and hence 
sustainable economic opportunities.  What was truly impressive was how local hotels were actively taking it upon 
themselves to improve their local coastal environments, particularly with regard to waste management. 
 
The WESSA Blue Flag programme is also growing in scope: we 
are now working with 5 marinas to join the programme, including 
local Port Alfred marina, to upgrade their facilities and 
environmental management.  The programme is also expanding to 
include a 4 boat-based shark and whale watching operators, 
including one of the largest operators in Cape Town and even a 
kayak-operator at Hermanus.  We have developed a significant 
partnership with one of these shark tours, the Dyer Island 
Conservation Trust; who we are partnering with to install fishing-
line bins along the coastline.  And finally, Morgan is working to get 
his yacht, Fling, based at Algoa Bay Yacht Club accredited as the 
first Blue Flag yacht in the country 
 
More information about the Blue Flag South Africa Programme can 
be found at www.blueflag.org.za 

 

 
Just what to do with E-Waste! 

 

by Claire Schuck & Morgan Griffiths 

 

An estimated 50 million tons of electronic waste (e-waste) is produced annually, comprising electrical or electronic 
devices such as computers, shavers, toys, cellphones, TVs and fridges. Rapid advances in technology, low initial 
cost, and planned obsolescence of electrical items have resulted in fast-growing piles of e-waste around the globe.  
E-waste often contains trace amounts of valuable elements such as gold and copper, but it may also contain toxic 
chemicals and heavy-metal compounds, such as lead, cadmium, beryllium, mercury, and brominated flame 
retardants.  The recycling and disposal of e-waste may involve significant dangers to workers and the environment, 
especially with informal processing of electronic waste. 
 

Our office has received many enquiries as what can be done-with e-waste, but up-until recently there has been no 
general e-waste facility in Port Elizabeth.  But this has been filled by Virtucomp Consulting Services (VCS) who 
have established an office in town to collect and process e-waste.  This is significant step in improving waste 
management in Nelson Mandela Bay and surrounds.  We met with Virtucomp’s Claire Schuck, who explained that 
the company is an ISO 14001 – certified, specialist e-waste recycler and disposer of e-waste.  Their process first 
looks to safely re-use, salvage, recycles or lastly, dispose of in an environmentally acceptable manner at Aloes 

Hazardous Wastesite.  They are offering a managed 
service where Virtucomp collects and dispose of electronic 
e-waste directly from companies; and they are considering 
how to offer a public service, possibly in partnership with 
NMBMunicipality 
waste transfer 
stations.   
 

For more information please contact Claire at 083 644 6962, info@virtucomp.co.za, or www.virtucomp.co.za 

http://www.blueflag.org.za/
http://www.virtucomp.co.za/


 

 

 

ECO-SCHOOLS ENERGY WORKSHOP 
by Luthando Gxowa 

 
 
 

The eco-school energy workshop was held on the 17th of May 2012. It was hosted by Eskom at their facilities. 
Mr Stanley April who is the regional energy advisor facilitated the workshop.  Three high schools attended 
namely, Uitenhage high, Thembalabantu high and Theodor Herzel. Mr April explained that Eskom is 
supporting the education and awareness of the energy related programmes. He also mentioned that the 
problem is the supply demand. It was important to highlight that the energy is not enough in the country, this 
means people need to save as much electricity as possible, at least 10% of the demand. In 2008 Eskom did 
not have reserve margins and that led to the load shedding. 
The presentation was very informative and opened our eyes and minds in terms of when the country will have 
enough energy. He mentioned 2012 to 2015 there would still not enough but by 2016 to 2017 we would have 
enough but we need to save more energy. Another important aspect was that Eskom supply about 8million 
households nationally. About 35% of the electricity goes to residential and 49% to industry. It was also pointed 
out that every R100 on the bill, about 35%, goes to hot water. The learners also interacted asking question 
about the solar energy and geyser and to calculate the electricity in kw to kwh. After the presentation we 
proceeded to the exhibition centre and Stanley demonstrated how to recycle bulbs in the machine and 
different shower heads. The demonstration of the kettle was excellent; you fill up the reserve tank and then 
pump over the number of cups you need.  
The closing remark was “together let us save our pockets and our planet”. 
 
 
Stanley pushing the button to select the number of cups                  
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Demonstration on how to recycle bulbs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Our condolences to the following families       
 

It is with great sadness that we inform you of the passing of: 
 

Leon Van Zyl 
Val Hunt 
Aubrey Werner 
 

All three of these members served the Regions ExCo for many years and will be sorely missed 
 

 

 Grahamstown WESSA Newsletter              

June 2012 

            Contact Roy Lubke: r.lubke@ru.ac.za 
 

 

Forthcoming Excursion: Nieu-Bethesda:  
Vegetation and Karoo Fossils 

 

In September we are planning an excursion to the Karoo, led by Tony Palmer on the Plants and Vegetation.  
Tony studied for his PhD on the flora and vegetation (phytosociology) of this area of the Karoo. We will also take 
in the Kitching Fossil Exploration Centre¹, which includes a visit to the museum and a chance to search for 
fossils nearby. Because of the distance we must travel this will be a 3 day excursion and accommodation will be 
arranged at Nieu Bethesda Backpackers with all meals. There will be a variety of sleeping arrangements from 
dormitories to shared rooms with en suite bathrooms to fit your pocket.  

Dates: Friday 21
st
 to Monday 25

th
 September (3 nights - long weekend) 

Costs: about R900 to R1500 per day depending on your accommodation. 

 
We will require a deposit of R900 by 30 June 2012.  Email Margaret Crampton: margaret@nisc.co.za 
for details on how to book your place 

 
The Kitching Fossil Exploration Centre showcases the rich fossil deposits found at Nieu-Bethesda and in  
South Africa in general. The centre was established as part of a collaborative programme between the  
Bernard Price Institute for Palaeontological Research at the University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg,  
the Albany Museum in Grahamstown and the Department of Science and Technology to set up  
palaeotourism and provide employment opportunities. 

 
 

Forthcoming Desert Experience Excursion: 

Kgalagadi Transfrontier National Park: March 2013 

 
We are looking at planning a Desert Experience in 2013. This will take place in about March and the trip  
would include the Geology, Fauna and Flora of the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park. We have been informed  
that the best way to approach this is through the honorary rangers from that area. This will be done shortly.  
 
Early warning is given for this trip as it is expensive to get there, as the total distance to be covered is about 
4000 kilometres. Accommodation is of three types: camping, simple chalets and fancy air-conditioned 
chalets. Camping is cheap at about R150 per site per night, and six people can share a site. In order to do 
justice to the distance travelled a minimum of five nights in the park is needed.  
 
The best type of transport is an off road vehicle of some sort. Four people per vehicle is ideal. A bus could 
also be hired if needed, and while this saves on fuel costs, the cost of hiring is expensive.   
These details can be sorted out according to the demand. Start saving now!!   

   
Mike Bandy:  Desert Excursion Organiser. For more info: [jandm@imaginet.co.za] 

mailto:r.lubke@ru.ac.za
mailto:margaret@nisc.co.za
../../../../../Users/Cheryl/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Z0S8S7FX/jandm@imaginet.co.za


Celebrating International Biodiversity Day in Hopewell 

by Clayton Weatherall-Thomas 

The International Day for Biological Diversity (IDB) was proclaimed by the United Nations on May 22, to increase 
understanding and awareness of biodiversity issues. This day was first inaugurated in 1993 on the 29

th
 December, 

but later moved to the 22
nd

 May to commemorate the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), one of the most 
important global agreements addressing all topics relating to sustainable development and biodiversity.  

To celebrate Biodiversity Day, Luthando and Clayton Weatherall-
Thomas, a member of the Custodians of Rare and Endangered 
Wildflowers (CREW), took 26 learners from Molly Blackburn High School 
to Hopewell Private Nature Reserve, where they hiked 8 kilometres 
through the Thicket! Accompanied two teachers and Mfuneko 
Mzongwana, one of the rangers at Hopewell, the children were taught 
about what biodiversity is, and how it relates directly and indirectly to us 
as people and users of biodiversity. 

The group walked on the trail through the thicket vegetation that linked 
with the previously taught curriculum on biome identification. The thicket 
biome vegetation was identified and described, including the properties 

of the spekboom (Portulacaria afra), aloes, bobbejaan se toontjies (Senecio radicans) and pigs ear (Cotyledon 
velutina).  The sunbirds on the aloes and the monkeys enjoying the fruits of the Gwarri tree were also enjoyed by 
all. Some buck spoor were followed, and very basic tracking skills were demonstrated. Learners were particularly 
interested in the traditional uses of medicinal plants such as mphepho (Helichrysum spp.), and this is where the 
learners and teachers taught the WESSA staff a thing or two, including the properties of plants such "umlomo 
mnandi"  to attract girfriends, which resulted in lots of laughs!   

A good time was had by all enjoying the Hopewell Nature Reserve on a beautiful East Cape day, and the learners 
expressed their willingness to go on more of these walks in the future. 

 

USAID/WESSA Permaculture Training making a difference! 

by Pearl Jonas 
                     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

               
     School Gardens        Community Garden 

 

Dumani Primary School grounds have benefited learners and parents who are using part of the land to garden, 
thanks to the USAID Permaculture gardening classes which were held in April this year. About 25 learners, parents 
and educators participated in this programme. Some of the lessons learnt were, Soil preparation,  Companion 
Planting (which can be seen in the pictures above) Bed Designs & mulching to name but few.  
 

“We are one of the luckiest schools to receive this training in this area, as Motherwell is one of the poorest and has 
an alarming rate of unemployment.” Mrs Mambalu continued to say, “With the training that our community 
gardeners have received they will be able to feed their families by selling some of their produce and this will also 
bring back their dignity in their households.” The programme has proved to be a success, as when the WESSA 
team went to the school to do an inspection and to get feedback from the community gardeners, big cabbages and 
green peppers were seen and one of us even bought some vegetables for her family. 



MUSIC IN BAAKENS VALLEY HELPS BUILD COMMUNITY! 
by Morgan Griffiths 

 

On National Freedom Day (27 April), a partnership of the Walmer Ubuntu Environmental Trust, Walmer Youth 
Forum, WESSA and the Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality hosted a family picnic in the Baakens Valley.  This 
was under the auspices of the Baakens Valley Community Partnership programme.  The Freedom Day Picnic 
aimed to draw together different sectors of society, through celebrating music in the beautiful surrounds of 
Settlers Park.  The weather held off and the sun came out over a crowd of 163 people. The charismatic Rev 
Zolile Dayimani carried the day, which show-cased the Walmer 
Family Church Gospel Choir, stirring poetry reading, energetic 
Walmer kwaito groups and the young Walmer Renaissance Dance 
Troupe. The picnickers were even treated to the delightful scene of 
two toddlers trying to join in with the dance troupe! The real 
purpose of celebrating Freedom Day was clearly evident as the 
power of music created a tangible sense of community spirit and 
togetherness.  And the Baakens Valley, with its protective Baakens 
Valley Rangers, provided a serene nature venue where the 
participants could relax away from the urban jungle. Thank you to 
all that helped organise the event and to all of those that 
participated to make it so such fun!   
 

The Baakens Valley Community Partnership has continued to grow involvement in the Baakens Valley, though 
facilitating small job creation projects, encouraging community groups adopt and conserve ‘plots’ in the Valley, 
developing a new tourism trail and helping capacitate municipal staff in community engagement processes.  
The Baakens Valley Rangers continue through their sponsorship from Coca-Cola Fortune, to patrol the valley 
against poachers, criminals, illegal dumping and guiding visitor and school groups to the Valley.  The rangers 
have recently completed their first of a three-week “Spirit of the Wild” course sponsored by the Begplaas 
Nature Reserve, Graaf-Reinett.  There the rangers received training in how to improve their guiding skills, 
especially in helping visitors connect with nature.  Our grateful thanks to Wayne and Cindy Maspero at 
Berglaas.  To be guided by the rangers, please contact Morgan (O41 5859606) or December Goduka (082 
4164414). 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


