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   Elephant Experience 
 

by Dan Wylie 
 

A trumpeting success: that’s the verdict on the “Elephant Experience” organised 
by the Grahamstown branch of WESSA between 12 and 22 May in celebration 
of WESSA’s 85th Birthday.   
 
The brainchild of committee member Margaret Crampton, the series of events 
kicked off with Mark van Wijk and Gareth Patterson’s film about looking for 
Knysna’s secretive elephants. Patterson, most famous for his work with lions, 
alongside George Adamson in Kenya, argues that there are possibly five 
elephants there. The film was very well-attended, and coincided neatly with 
Animal Rights Week. Despite an even more recent sighting of two elephants in 
the Knysna forest, some remain a little sceptical of Patterson’s work. It was a 
particular pleasure to have director Mark van Wijk himself present to answer 
questions about the film and how it was actually constructed. 
 
It was hoped that Patterson himself would deliver the inaugural Jack Skead 
Memorial Lecture. (This will be an annual prestigious event both celebrating 
‘Skeado’, a great Eastern Cape conservationist, and showcasing WESSA.) In 
Patterson’s unfortunate absence, Prof Graham Kerley of NMMU delivered an 
excellent and provocative scientific overview of the elephant situation in Addo 
National Elephant Park. Adrian Craig did a wonderful job of introducing the 
figure of Jack Skead, and some of Skead’s family were present to help us 
celebrate his many achievements. 
 
Prof Kerley’s comprehensive scientific take on the elephant conservation 
situation as it pertains to Addo proved to be an invaluable touchstone for the 
subsequent trip. It was preceded by a more literary take on elephant-human 
relations in Dan Wylie’s inaugural lecture at Rhodes, “Elephants, Compassion, 
and the Largesse of Literature” – and was followed by the highlight: a fully-
booked two-day trip to Addo itself, with three buses conducted by 
knowledgeable commentators including Dr Dan Parker and Prof Roy Lubke. 
Some of us were treated to magnificent sightings. The park is wet and green at 
present, so the elephants were scattered, but sufficient sightings were made to 
satisfy all. In addition, some of us were treated to great views of the many kudu 
in various striking poses, a goodly number of buffalo, and sundry birds. Most 
beautifully, one busload was treated (twice) to views of a caracal, totally 
focussed on her hunting business and resplendent in late afternoon light. On the 
early Sunday morning drive, four leisurely pacing lions (two female, two male – 
the latter looking a little worse for wear after a noisy overnight spat and one 
bearing a porcupine quill lodged under his chest). 
 
The last event on Sunday was a discussion panel, featuring the two Dans, 
Parker and Wylie, and the botanical expertise of Dr Tony Palmer. This proved 
both fascinating and sobering: the problems of elephant population, genetics, 
and human pressures will be with for, well, as long as there are elephants. 



Some of the members of the Elephant Experience team 
 

 
Margaret Crompton, Graham Kerley & Irene De Moor 

 

 
WESSA Grahamstown Branch Talks and outings: 

 
Thursday June 23rd  Rhodes Botany Lecture Theatre 19.30 Illustrated talk by Dr Ferdi de 
Moor:   Insects in Flight:  from Jurassic Park to Tsitsikama 
 

Sunday July 24th Day Outing to the Koonap Valley to view Bushman Paintings led by Celeste 
Booth. Meet at Albany Museum at 8.0.0  
 

Thursday August 25th Rhodes Eden Grove Blue Lecture Theatre 19.30  Presentation by Hilton 
Newcombe: Tuna Resources: Feast or famine 
 

Sunday Sept 10th Day outing to the Greater Fish  River Reserve  led by Mike Bandy. Meet at the 
Albany Museum at 8.00.00  
 

Please watch press for further details. Contact person Margaret Crampton margaret@nisc.co.za   
 

 

Celebrating a Special Birthday with WESSA 
 

These wonderful Members are also celebrating their 85th Birthday this year!! 
 

     Dr Ripley of Grahamstown  
  
     Mr Whitlock of Graaff Reinet 
   
     Mrs Walker of Summerstrand 
 
     Mr Browne of Grahamstown 



Cape Recife Conservancy Wins Crime Battle 
 

by Morgan Griffiths 
 

A year ago, the Cape Recife Conservancy held its first golf day to raise funds to combat the attacks on 
people trying to enjoy the beautiful coastal walks at Cape Recife.  
 

The CRConservancy landowners: Cape Recife Nature Reserve, Summerstrand Hotel, Humewood Golf 
Club, Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University, Transnet-Nation Ports Authority, Madiba Bay Leisure Park, 
SAMREC and the Pine Lodge Resort joined forces with, SAPS, WESSA EP, Nelson Mandela Bay 
Municipality, Noordhoek Skiboat Club and various environmental and sporting groups to hire Rangers to 
patrol the area. Besides the Rangers, there was a need to purchase and install guarded boom gates, 
security equipment, license-plate cameras as well as to implement vehicle searches against abalone 
poachers. The result of these efforts has been that there has only been three car break-ins (at the beginning 
of this period), and no violent contact crimes that we are aware of. We have also drastically reduced 
abalone poaching from the reserve. 
 

The CRConservancy held its 2nd golf day recently, which was hosted once again by the Humewood Golf 
Club. A capacity field of golfers further contributed to the funds to maintain the security presence and to 
provide for environmental education opportunities, relocating squatters and clearing away fire-hazardous 
alien vegetation.  
 

On behalf of the CRConservancy, we would like to thank all the players, generous sponsoring companies, 
amongst the many: Distell, The Willows, Michael ‘The Fly’ Arthur, Finro’s, Joe Davis Locksmiths, The 
Golfer’s Club, Pine Lodge, Total Summerstrand, Ciro Coffees, Pumba Safaris and Vision Works, and the 
organisers for all the efforts that made it such a fun and successful event.  
 

We look forward to reporting in a year’s time on the impact that the funds raised has made on combating 
crime in our coastal reserve.  
 

Groups wanting to be escorted by the Cape Recife Rangers can contact Pine Lodge 041 5834004. 
 

 

Another Eco School does it for the Environment 

St Francis Bay College’s green team scour Supertubes beach for litter each day as part of the J-Bay 
Billabong Pro environmental programme 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Guy Rogers for the write-up and Kerry Wright for the photo! 



Nelson Mandela Day Birthday Celebration 
 “67 minutes of give-back” 

 

The Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality and WESSA (Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa) 
twinned with various organisations namely NMB Tourism, Ubuntu Environmental Trust from Walmer 
Township, Transnet, Department of Water Affairs and learners from Walmer High School to celebrate 
Mandela’s birthday on the 18th July.  Fifty-five people participated by giving back 67 minutes of their time to 
conduct a litter clean-up in the Baakens Valley at Dodds Farm.  “67 minutes” is a reflection of the 67 years 
that Mandela gave of his life to fighting for freedom in South Africa. Sixty bags of litter were collected. 
Several people had never been to the Baakens Valley before and really enjoyed the outing which was held 
in good sunny weather. 

 

The group met first at the Donkin Reserve to join with PE Tourism and others in the launch of the clean-up 
campaign in the city centre.  Thereafter the Baakens Valley clean-up group proceeded to Dodds’ Farm for 
the litter clean up and biodiversity education, where acting site manager of the park, December Goduka, 
welcomed everyone to the park on behalf of the NMBM. Morgan Griffiths, WESSA Senior Conservation 
Officer shared with the participants the vast biodiversity treasures of the valley and the challenges of alien 
clearing.  

 

This is what some of the participants had to say: 

 

Moki Cekisani from Ubuntu Environmental Trust: 
“The environment is one thing that everyone in the world wants to get right. We are ambassadors and must 
propagate what Mandela is all about. He is for a clean environment in which all share love in a colourless 
society. He is after all about humanity”.  

 

Sindie Ndwalaza from Transnet-Port Terminals: 
“We are very pleased we could be here today making a difference.  Looking after the environment is one of 
Transnet’s key values”.  

 

Yandiswa Klaas from Ubuntu Environmental Trust: 
“I am so excited to be here – I have never been to the Baakens before. It has been an eye opener.  I see a 
project in a place where children can learn and in the future they could be specialists in the environment” 

 

December Goduka NMBM Acting site manager at the Baakens Valley 
“This is a great beginning.  All these people must be encouraged to picnic and trail here.  The more people 
there are in the park - the safer it will be.  I am very happy with our partnership with WESSA and the event 
has been very well organised” 

 

Martheanne Finnemore Regional Manager WESSA 
“Nelson Mandela would have smiled if he had seen how a group of people from all walks of life came 
together for a good cause.  By sharing a common objective, in this case picking up litter to create a clean 
environment, people became part of his rainbow nation and all enjoyed the day immensely“ 

 

LuthandoGxowa – WESSA 
Education Officer and programme 
Director for the day 
“In return for everything Madiba 
has taught us, we each owe it to 
him to support his work and legacy 
by doing and living out his values 
as best we can, not just on this 
day but throughout our entire lives” 
 
After the clean-up, some 
refreshments were enjoyed by 
everyone.   

 

This event was organised under 
the Baakens Valley Recovery 
Programme 



Eco-Schools – Making Wonder Gardens 
by Pearl Jonas 

 
 
Canzibe Primary, our prize winning garden Eco-School, hosted a “Planting Festival” this year on 
the 19th April. All the organisations that support the school were there. WESSA together with 
representatives of The Association of Dieticians, NMBM and the Department of Correctional 
Services (who provide paroles to assist in the school garden) helped to make the day a success. 
Experts from the Agricultural Research Council, who supply the school with the cultivars for the 
Orange-fleshed Sweet Potato nursery, also attended. WESSA invited permaculture expert on 
vegetable and herb planting, Ms Jakkie Botha from Urban Harvest to show others the correct ways 
of planting and harvesting different kinds of crops and how to use environmentally-friendly and 
cost-effective ways to maintain a food garden, while ensuring a maximum yield. Also invited were 
community members, many of whom farm on the grounds of the school. Nomonde Ntsundwana, 
the teacher who heads up the gardening project at 
the school was proud to say that, “Our school has 
now positioned itself as a shining example of a 
successful school food garden that can help others to 
do the same”. 
 
It was a fun-filled day. Learners and teachers from 
schools from Alicedale (Hendrick Kanise Combined) 
and Paterson (Moreson Primary) supported by 
Christine le Roux from The Born Free 
Foundation,WESSA’s partner in the Eco-School 
programme, also attended the event. All invited 
schools received some seedlings to take and plant in 
their school gardens. 
                              People from all walks of life gathered at Canzibe for a 
        Planting Festival 
 

 
A Partnership For Improving Environmental Education 

 

Algorax has partnered with 
WESSA (Wildlife and 
Environment Society of South 
Africa) to fund environmental 
education opportunities for the 
Swartkops Primary School. 
Through the Eco-Schools 
Programme, WESSA will take 
learners on field trips to various 
local nature reserves and assist 
them in school and community 
projects related to specified 
environmental themes. Eco-
Schools is an international award 
programme designed to 
implement environmental education and sustainable development in schools. WESSA, with 
supporting partners the Zwartkops Conservancy and the NMBMunicipality, will also share 
environmental training with the Swartkops Primary educators. 
 



ECO-SCHOOL ENERGY WORKSHOP 
by Luthando Gxowa 

 

An Eco-Schools energy workshop was held on the 8th June 2011. ESKOM hosted the workshop at 
their centre in Greenacres. Mr Stanley April, Energy advisor for ESKOM, facilitated the workshop 
with approximately 25 Eco-School educators attending. The workshop was very productive and the 
educators interacted very strongly by asking very pertinent questions on all the issues under 
discussion. 
Mr April was very informative about the energy crisis and stressed to all, the importance of saving 
energy at school and at home. He emphasised that we need to save about 10% of our energy use. 
Attendees were also given a demonstration on different types of shower heads and energy saving 
light bulbs. Mr April stressed that we don’t need heat, but we do need light, so we need to switch to 
energy saving bulbs in our homes, schools and workplace. 
The workshop had a positive impact on all those that attended and now poses a challenge as to 
how important it is that we need to save energy and by doing so, save money.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

Mr April explaining about energy saving                                  Some of our Eco-schools educators 

 

 

My visit with the Sunrise Rotary Club, Port Elizabeth 
 

by Pumza Mangali, Morningside High Eco-Club 
 

Today I went to the Conyngham’s Coffee Shop where I spoke 
to the Sunrise Rotary Club about being an Eco-School. I learnt 
the four-way test, which I believe is an excellent way to go 
about doing things in life generally. The experience was an 
unforgettable one. It was exciting and nerve-wracking. I had 
lots of fun and learnt that there are good people that are 
prepared to put others before themselves. Their selflessness 
and willingness to do good really rubbed off on me, giving me 
the strength to push the other members of my Eco-Club to 
work harder for GREENER PASTURES. Thank you to 
Martheanne, WESSA and the Sunrise Rotary Club for the 
opportunity.   
It was also a great networking event, and we made 
arrangements with Michael Zoetmulder, a Rotary Club 
member, for our Eco-Club to do a clean-up at the North End 
lake for the Business Night Relay Series.  
Morningside is one of our Coca-Cola Fortune sponsored Eco-
Schools.  

 
                                                          Pumza receives a gift from David Raymer, President of the Sunrise Rotary Club. 



ABB’s Youth-in-Energy programme  
 

by Pearl Jonas 
    
“Whatever direction this country takes in the future, will be determined by the education that we give to the 
children today.” Mr Douglas Rwentela (DBE- circuit manager) said these words when he opened the event 
celebrating the ABB hand-over of software comprising 26 Maths modules at Dumani Primary and the 
presentation of 100 double desks and 200 chairs at Canzibe Primary in Motherwell on 31 May 2011. ABB 
has been supporting five Eco-Schools in the Motherwell area for the last six years. 
 

All three other ABB supported schools gathered at Dumani and Canzibe Primary schools to celebrate the 
day. Heavy rains did not deter officials from our district office of the Department of Basic Education from 
attending the event. They were from the E-learning and school libraries section as well as Mr Ashley Ah-
Goo (Maths Senior Education Specialist) and Mr Justice Tutu, District manager.  
 

One other bonus of this day was the presence of Chanine Nel, who is the creator of the Rock Series maths 
software. The modules are fun and user friendly and have more than 1500 maths lessons and interactive 
tests. With this maths initiative, ABB South Africa hopes that it will impact learner mathematical performance 
and inject excitement back into maths. 
 

At Canzibe Primary, learners who had even been sitting on old tyres were excited to sit at their new desks 
and chairs. ABB and WESSA all received a warm welcome from the principal, Mrs Sweetness Jindela and 
the staff. The Department of Education noted their appreciation for the efforts that other parties put into the 
development of the schools for the building our country. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                   

 

 

Mrs Gaxamba (Maths teacher) from Dumani Primary                         Sitting on New Desks are learners from Canzibe Primary  

with a learner (conducting a lesson from the software)          and with them Ms Simangweni (educator); Mr D Rwentela

                Circuit Manager – DBE & Ms Nthabiseng Debe (ABB)        
                                         . 

 

 
A Special Thanks To Our Sponsors 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



CONTACT DETAILS OF WESSA EP 

WESSA (Wildlife and Environment Society of SA) 

2(b) Lawrence Street, Central, Port Elizabeth 6001  Tel: 041 585 9606  Fax: 086 511 7092 

Website: www.wessa.org.za 
 

 

NAME TITLE EMAIL 

Martheanne Finnemore Regional Manager martheanne@wessaep.co.za 

Cheryl Lipman Office Manager cheryl@wessaep.co.za 

Morgan Griffiths Conservation Officer morgan@wessaep.co.za 

Pearl Jonas Education Officer pearl@wessaep.co.za 

Luthando Gxowa Ass. Education Officer luthando@wessaep.co.za 

  REGIONAL COMMITTEE 
  
 

Chairman Vice-Chairman Financial Advisor 

Jenny Gon Mervyn Brouard Jeff Rowlands 

   Committee Members  

Clyde Scott Betty Bala Chris Jeffery 

Ayanda Peter Judy Chalmers Eckart Schumann 

  Arthur Rump 
  Ex Officio  

Declan Brennan  Lez Dor Irene De Moor 
 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 
April 2011 - March 2012 

Category What you get Fees 
     

Regional Quarterly Newsletter 105.00 
National Environment plus Regional Newsletter 310.00 

EnviroKids Envirokids 190.00 
Value for money deal Environment, EnviroKids & Regional Newsletter 360.00 

Discounted Environment plus Regional Newsletter 185.00 
(Under 25/over 65)     

Friends Groups 2 x Environment, EnviroKids & Regional Newsletter 540.00 

  
 

CORPORATES    
Silver 4 x Environment, EnviroKids & Regional Newsletter   2 250.00 
Gold 10 x Environment, EnviroKids & Regional Newsletter 10 000.00 

Platinum 20 x Environment, EnviroKids & Regional Newsletter 25 000.00 
   

 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Our Vision WESSA is a membership-based environmental organisation that promotes public participation in caring for 
the Earth. We embrace professionalism and sound corporate governance, fostering collaborative partnerships to 
succeed in our Mission. With enthusiasm and a spirit of unity, we work to achieve a South Africa that is wisely 
managed by all to ensure environmental sustainability. 

 

Our Mission is to promote public participation in caring for the Earth. 

 

Our Aim is to contribute to the Earth’s vitality and diversity by: promoting sound environmental values and sustainable 
living, integrating conservation and development, encouraging individual and community action, securing the protection 
and wise use of natural resources, acting as an environmental watchdog, promoting and participating in environmental 
education, influencing policy and decision-making, responding to changing needs 

 

Our Style we operate democratically. We are firm, but restrained, in the pursuit of our aims, seeking collaboration and 
consensus whenever possible, and accepting accountability for our actions. We strive for innovation and excellence, 
lead by example, and act with integrity, in an atmosphere of mutual respect. 

 


